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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

144 - PESUKIM ON JEWELRY
OU ISRAEL CENTER - FALL 2019

* Overthe last 15 or so years it is has become very common for young women (especially in Midrashot and Seminaries) to have jewelry
engraved with meaningful phrases, often pesukim from Chumash or Tanach.!

» What are the halachic issues? concerning the use of pesukim from Tanach other than as part of talmud Torah?

* Are there any concerns as to the sanctity of these verses and the places that they will inevitably be brought?

* How does this topic interact with the related issue of ‘geniza’ and the appropriate disposal of used Torah literature.

* This is also a concern when having T-shirts and sweatshirts printed. Often people wish to print something Torah-related. What are
the guidelines for this?

A] THE TORAH AND RABBINIC PROHIBITIONS NOT TO DESTROY GOD'S NAME
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The Torah instructs the Jewish people to wipe out all traces of Avoda Zara in Eretz Yisrael once they entered the Land®.
This is juxtaposed with a command NOT to do that with the Name of God.

THA,N9T GINI PNV 1IN TN - 'NINDY DNIYI PN ION N - NIN DITDIN, DYDY MNIN MINND 000y NIYIAWN 9NN 2.
PPN YN OIN - PMION HI2),TON 172 ,0°9X TIND, DN )INT ,N-INAND P-Twa PN
MNP MY DN INT XIPNY .TON 292 ,0°9X TIND ,DINM N ,1INIANA pTWA PN Ta N7 9PNa ... 0)
,D-NYN ,D-NYN ,T-NIN ,0-N I PPNNY PRY NY 1D ION .PPNNY PRY TINY ¥, PPNIY TNY ¥ 5Nd0nTND
AN DTN XN NN DTN DN PPN PR IDN I - M-NAX P=TY N TM NDT QON ,-NK WX D-NN
PPN YN N - TON 27 ,DXIN TIN,DINT IN IRYN NN

N mynav
There are certain specific Names of God which have the highest status and may not be erased. Other expressions for
God, eg ‘hagadol’, may indeed be relevant for making oaths, but are not included in the Names which may not be erased.
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The Rambam rules that there is an additional Rabbinic prohibition not to destroy any of the Scriptures and their
commentaries and explanations, provided they were written by a Jew with kedusha. However, a sefer Torah written by
an apikorus must be burned together with all of the ‘shemot’ in it.

 What are the parameters of 'n¥YTP2a DI DANOW WTPN aND"? Pesukim engraved on jewelry by a Jews are certainly done with
positive intentions - to have words of Torah accompanying us wherever we go* - but does that count as ‘bekedusha’?

1. By farthe most popular store is Hadaya in the Old City - https://oneofakind-store.com/. They have attracted a large clientele, mostly Seminary students but also now men. A brief
look at the kinds of phrases that they commonly engrave - see https://oneofakind-store.com/hadayasbook?isl=faq - reveals that some of these are pesukim from Tanach. Most
however are not from Tanach, and include other Torah thoughts (eg from Pirkei Avot or R. Nachman of Breslov) but also (Iehavdil) from thinkers as disparate as Confucius, Buddha,
Plato, Mother Teresa, Abraham Lincoln, Albert Einstein, Albert Camus, Henry Ford, Mark Twain, Oscar Wilde and Dr Suess!

2. | have been able to find surprisingly little written on this. By far the best resource is a comprehensive article by Rabbi Eli Ozarowski in The Journal of Halacha and Contemporary
Society, Fall 2012, Number LXIV p.90. Most of the issues raised in this shiur are taken from that article, which goes into greater detail on many of the questions. A copy of the
article can be found at https://www.mevaseret.org/mmy/journal/5772/137-172-Rabbi%20EIli%200zarowski.pdf. There is also a 10 Minute Halacha on the issue by R. Aryeh
Lebowitz, which is available at https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/ 759477 /rabbi-aryeh-lebowitz/ten-minute-halacha-jewelry-with-pesukim-and-shem-hashem/

3. One of the halachic questions put to R. Yitzchak Herzog on the setting up of the State of Israel was whether, from a halachic perspective (leaving aside political or other
considerations), it was permissible to permit the continued worship of Christianity in the Land, now that the Jewish people had control over it. His conclusion was that it was clearly
permitted. This obviously raises the central question of the halachic status of Christianity and whether it should be defined as idolatry.

4. Actually, this could be sense as a misapplication of a real mitzva of ‘uvelechtecha baderech’, whereby the words of the Torah shebe’al Peh have to accompany us through our lives.
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B] A TALLIT WITH ADDED PESUKIM - THE CASE OF THE RAMBAM
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The Rambam was asked concerning a “tallit’ (which is likely not to have been a prayer tallit but a regular cloak®) which
the owner had embroidered with pesukim from the Torah relating to tzitzit. One of the community leaders objected to
this but the owner insisted on continuing to wear it! The Rambam rules that such a practice is prohibited and the
pesukim should NOT have been added to the tallit.
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The first reason for the prohibition given by the Rambam is that it is not permitted to write individual pesukim from the
Torah. This applies even if the verses are engraved or embroidered®. The Rambam does give a qualified heter in certain
situations - if the person writes three words or less, or changes the wording slightly, or reformats the verse so that it is
not in straight line.’
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The second reason the Rambam gives for prohibiting the writing of pesukim on the tallit is, in his view, more serious than
the first. He is concerned that the tallit will be brought into a toilet or bathroom, which would be a gross violation of the
sanctity of the pesukim. This was especially likely since the tzitzit CAN be brought into such a place®.
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The Rambam describes the kedusha of the font of ktav ashuri, being the script which appeared on the luchot. Divrei chol
- mundane matters - could not be written using such a font. For that reason the Jews always used ktav ivri for mundane
matters. The Rambam also points out that the Sefardim developed a different font® to use for mundane items.

Rather than writing the Torah on a piece of metal around our neck or finger, the Torah is meant to be a constantly animating and energize occupation of our brain!

5. Ascan be seen from later in the teshuva, when the Rambam says that this tallit is likely to be brought into a bathroom.

6. Which he proves later in the teshuva from the sugya of Sota.

7. Thisis one of the sources for the minhagim on wedding invitations to quote pesukim in an altered form, eg ywnnnw w1 Yy oYwr» NN NHY) in place of NN NOYX

(139 DONN) NNNY YR DY DYwY Y. Alternatively, or additionally, the verse is written in an unusual format - arched or in fragments.

8. Since they are considered a tashmish shel mitzva and not a tashmish shel kedusha. The pesukim, as kitvei kodesh, may not be brought into a toilet or bathroom.

9. There were a number of cursive scripts adopted by the Sefardim in the Middle Ages. These were later adapted by the printers of the 15th Century to create so called ‘Rashi script’.
This was used as a cursive script for Rashi’s commentary, to contrast it with the square block Ashuri script of the Chumash text. See the Appendix to this source sheet for a chart of
medieval cursive scripts and a sample of the Rambam’s own handwriting!
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The Rambam ends by ruling that the owner of the tallit must cut off the pesukim and put them into geniza. The local
Torah leader who opposed him is entitled to do so, although must be sensitive and understanding in how he
communicates this. Ultimately however, if the owner refuses to listen to these instructions he may be placed in cherem!

C] WHEN IS IT PERMITTED TO WRITE PESUKIM?
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The Rambam rules that one may not write individual parshiot from the Torah.*
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that one may not transcribe sections of the Torah in less than full Chumashim. Even to write a
parshia for the purpose of teaching children is prohibited. Children should be learning from a Chumash™'!
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The Taz records that this strict position is that of the Rambam, but the minhag is to follow a more lenient position of the
Rosh and Rif that permits writing pesukim to teach children due to ‘et la’asot leHashem’ - we have no alternative in
order to keep Torah alive! However, the heter is limited to teaching and cannot be extended to writing pesukim on the
wall as a ‘siman tov’.
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The Mishna Berura rules that one should not even write pesukim on the walls of the Succah!

* Most poskim are more lenient on this issue, especially where the script being used is not kosher for a Sefer Torah (which will be most
of the time).

* Rav Eliezer Melamed®2 permits writing individual pesukim where there is an educational need or some other positive kedusha
agenda - nvyTp YW nvn. This is especially true if a modern script is used.

* Engraving pesukim on jewelry is certainly not educational. Will it be considered a ‘need for kedusha’? This seems doubtful.13

10. The Turei Even (Megilah 8b) understands that this is a Torah law and is derived from the reference to the ‘Shira’ in the mitzva to write a Torah - only a Torah which has the Shira in it.
11. Meaning in those days (before printing) an individual scroll of one of the five Chumashim.
12. Peninei Halacha Likutim Vol 1 p. 123.+
13. Rav Hershel Schachter rules that, for this reason alone, it is prohibited to engrave pesukim on jewelry.
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The Rema writes that one should never write the Shem Hashem, other than in a Sefer Torah. Many people are careful not
to complete the letters of the Shem, even when in another word completely. As the Rema notes, some people will not even
write the word ‘Shalom’ in Hebrew™.

D] BEING UNDRESSED IN FRONT OF TORAH
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Chazal state that one may not be fully undressed in front of the Shem Hashem.
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This presents significant difficulties if one has Shem Hashem written (or tattooed™!!) on one’s body!
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The Mishna Berura extends this to a prohibition on being fully*® undressed in front of any sifrei kodesh.

* As such, would there be an issue undressing in front of jewelry with pesukim? This could certainly be a problem in front of Shem

Hashem. If the jewelry were considered ‘kitvei hakodesh’ it is possible that the psak of the Mishna Berura would apply, although this
seems unlikely.?

E] PESUKIM IN THE BATHROOM

* We saw above that the second reason of the Rambam to prohibit the verses on the tallit was the concern that the tallit could be
brought into a bathroom.
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that it is prohibited (rabbinically) to embroider pesukim onto a tallit.
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The Shach explains that the main concern is that the pesukim could be brought into a dirty place (like a toilet or
bathroom'®), which would be grossly inappropriate.

14. The Aruch Hashulchan writes that this is only an issue if one intends it to be the name of God, but not when simply writing shalom as a normal word.

15. A number of prominent non-Jewish celebrities have Hebrew tattoos, including Victoria and David Beckham, each of whom have (or at least used to have) Ani LeDodi Vedodi Li
tattooed on their bodies.

16. Being partially dressed is permitted, except in front of a Sefer Torah when one must be dressed respectably (Shulchan Aruch YD 282:1).

17. Given that the prohibition of being undressed in front of sefarim is rabbinic and not explicitly mentioned in the earlier poskim, it would be a significant chumrah to apply this to the
jewelry too.

18. This is a separate issue to saying or even thinking divrei Torah in such places. The halacha (Shulchan Aruch 0.C. 85:2) rules that one may not think Torah in a toilet or bathroom and
certainly not speak Torah in such places. Rav Ovadia Yosef (Yabia Omer 5:11) rules that a modern shower or bathroom without a toilet has a different status since it is not
considered a dirty place. One may think or listen to Torah words (eg in a song or on the radio) in such a place but may not speak Torah there. See
http://halachayomit.co.il/en/default.aspx?HalachalD=1751
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For this reason, he permits writing pesukim on the Sefer Torah cover since this would never be brought into a bathroom.
The Shach also quotes the other reason - that one may not ever write pesukim other than in a Chumash, and rules that the
custom is to be more lenient on that issue. Thus, the main concern is taking the tallit into a bathroom.

* Given that jewelry on which there are pesukim will almost inevitably be brought into a bathroom, this seem to be a clear reason to
prohibit the practice. This is the position of many poskim.

F] LENIENCIES AND SUGGESTIONS

* There have been a number of possible suggestions to ameliorate the halachic problem. Note that NOT all of the solutions listed
below are equally acceptable and many are disputed by different poskim.1®

F1] ENGRAVE SOMETHING DIFFERENT ON THE JEWELRY

* The best suggestion is not to have any Torah on the jewelry. There are plenty of other alternatives?e.

* Clearly, engraving Shem Hashem is a very serious prohibition. Pesukim without Shem Hashem also present serious issues, as above.
* Torah Shebe’al Peh - Pirkei Avot, statements of Rav Nachman etc - will NOT be prohibited by the potential prohibition to write
pesukim individually. They will however still be included in the (rabbinic) prohibition of bringing Torah into inappropriate places eg
bathroom.

F2] COVER THE JEWELRY IN THE BATHROOM

* Chazal dealt at length with the issue of men wearing tefillin (all day) and needing to use the bathroom. Since the tefillin may not be
worn in the bathroom, but could not be left outside unguarded, the halacha permits a person to carry them into a toilet, covered up
within their clothing.
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It was common up to the last century for Jews to wear kemayot - parchment amulets with pesukim® or names of angels
written in them - which were worn for spiritual protection. The Shulchan Aruch rules that kemaya may be worn in the
bathroom as long as it is covered with a single covering.
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Other poskim understood that the heter to cover tefillin when using a toilet outside the home cannot be extended to
situations when other measures could have been taken. Thus, it may not be sufficient simply to cover the pesukim on the
jewelry and walk into the bathroom. The jewelry could have been removed and left outside, or not worn in the first
place!
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19. More details are set out in Rabbi Ozarowsky’s article, op cit.

20. Although these too should be chosen with care!

21. It may be that the modern phenomenon of engraving pesukim on rings is a subliminal reincarnation of the wearing of amulets.
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com




5779 - 2N ONIAN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 6 “'oa

NIPI XD MY ON NONY D) 112 NY? ;NI DX .NDND DYUY NNT DY DIWINN DY DVNNY NN HPID % PN N ()
e WY PND XIPI VT NI PTD ¥ DN ... NOXRY NN 12T XOINN

9 990 10 PHN NYHN Y28 N
The Tzitz Eliezer deals with this question and permits a kemaya to be worn in the bathroom, if covered.

* Based on this, some poskim would allow the jewelry to be removed and placed in a pocket before using the bathroom. Others would
require it to be removed and left outside or perhaps covered with a double covering.

* The practical reality is that most people will NOT be bothered to cover a piece of jewelry every time they visit the bathroom. A
necklace or bracelet can be tucked under clothing. A ring is much more difficult and would have to be placed in a pocket. If the
engraving is on the inside of the ring, this would be less of a problem.

* This will also be a particular issue for sweatshirts, which are impossible to cover, but could sometimes be removed. T-shirts may be
possible to cover but are usually not possible to remove.
* |t must be noted that covering will NOT resolve the first halachic issue, which is the problem of writing the pesukim in the first place.

D"279N M2ATH TAX TYY D"2NIN NN I DTV DPY GIN DY 0V 1NV ,WTNN YaVNN MTIN NN NYNRYN 22.
25 DDNOND NOVY YPIPN Y'Y 109 NOW NIV WNiPn YN )2 Y TS ON MDY MdDN MODNAY MIvY Myl
..... V9D DIVN DNOX MMPNY DD MIVY INYI DN NNPY MIND DIDINY NOX 1 ODIN 191,800
T2 OV NN RD INDN 291 .NINRD MIVY MND DTN NDNNIDN VY IV XY D DNT,NOOND D NN DN DI IND
95 PN, NNOMP RT2IY 92 92D OXTIY NRY TAYTA JIX DNN MMV PHY OMNNY DY 12T XD ,NNNN Y)1T) DY
YI2PTON NI |YON NIPINDY 13722 5" HIM, 01NN DNYIANY MYWNN 93D DIPN

NY 120 10 PON MPHN P8 "W
The very next teshuva of the Tzitz Eliezer deals with the 1000 shekel (soon after 1 shekel!) bill which was printed in 1983
with not only a picture of the Rambam but also an extract from a manuscript of the Mishne Torah in Hilchot Malveh
U’loveh! The questioner was concerned that one may not be permitted to take the bill into a bathroom or even give it to a
non-observant person or non-Jew who will not treat it with respect. The Tzitz Eliezer concludes that, although it was not
a good idea to make the bill, now that it was done, there was no halachic concern.
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F3] THREE WORDS OR LESS?
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that it is permitted to write three words or less from a pasuk, without it acquiring the kedusha
of sifrei kodesh.

* On this basis, could one be more lenient with a quote of three words like - DY)™277 7’277 or DWW, 2 PRAVING?

* Many poskim are however strict on this and rule that if the 3 words are clearly and recognizably from a pasuk, this will be assur. 2
words would be permitted (although unlikely to be so popular).

F4] DONT USE KTAV ASHURI
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The Rema quotes a position that one may not use Hebrew script - ktav ashuri - for any mundane item.
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The Beit Hillel commentary (R. Hillel Hirtz, 17C Lithuania and Germany) points out that it was common in his time for
Jewish market traders to write signs for their wares in Hebrew. According to the Rema, this would be totally prohibited.

* For this reason, when it became common for people in the yishuv in Eretz Yisrael to publish mundane material in Hebrew, some were
particular to change the font to something recognizably different from ktav ashuri. According to most poskim?22, even a small change
from the classic Sta’m font would be permitted.

* As such, a non-kodesh quote in Hebrew writing with a modern font would be permitted.

¢ But this would NOT help when it comes for kitvei kodesh! The printed Koren Tanach (in a new font) has no less kedusha than a
Tanach printed in classic font.

* As such, this heter is limited and will not help with pesukim or Torah.

F5] NEVER USE SHEM HASHEM

* As we saw above, using Shem Hashem is clearly prohibited. Even without Shem Hashem there are serious issues.
* What counts as Shem Hashem? Using the abbreviation "7 is fine. What about 'n?

MNTN IMA WHRWNY PN 999 NWITP Ma PN NPOXOIN T IMYa X T DYN OIPNa 0NN DIamov N ¥y .. 26.
A9ND DXANDN WY YIND 1991 NPV MIND T WY 11 NMOX

WY Y0 AYT NP NN Ty
The Aruch Hashulchan rules that the letter 'n to represent Hashem does NOT have specific kedusha and may be erased,
but should not be treated disrespectfully (eg burned or used to clean things®™) since it is used to signify God*.

* Would bringing it into a bathroom be considered disrespectful?

7955 HYD ©H PO IPW 193 SY THOY PTY '3 PNTE3 PIDVE OB 27.

WY YO NNN 190 MDYN NYT 19 IY I
The Rema rules that even the abbreviation » is not a name of God and may be erased if there is a need. The Shach
understands this to be a great need.

* Rav Moshe Feinstein?s understands that the greater concern with » is that the letters are taken from the Name of God. He applies
this also to 'n and is strict not to treat this in a disrespectful manner.
* As such, according to many poskim, the use of "7 is preferable to the use of 'n.

F6] BREAK UP THE WORDS INTO DIFFERENT LINES

 Writing less than 3 words on each line may lessen the problem. This advice has certainly been given for printing pesukim in wedding
invitations.26
» Some poskim are not happy with this solution if the sections are still read together.

F7] CHANGE OR ABBREVIATE THE WORDS

* The Rambam mentioned this in his teshuva. Eg 'S "7y "Tv10 N, yWNNNY YN DY DOV NN NI

22. See Igrot Moshe YD 3:120:1

23. One of the concerns has always be re-use to clean oneself in the bathroom, and in the modern era, perhaps also recycling.

24. The same would be true of an non-Hebrew word for God, hence the minhagim of some to write it as G-d or L-rd.

25. Igrot Moshe YD 138

26. This was the psak of Rav Belsky. See also Igrot Moshe YD 4:38. Rav Moshe preferred not have pesukim on invitations at all.
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F8] SWITCH THE ORDER OF WORDS IN THE VERSE

* Some poskim are in favor of this. Eg 1YW 5%y nnnw )p

F9] DOES INTENTION MATTER?

Y (3DF3 3D DBH3 DPIPNS DIMD P3 P PHY IPMUN AND NN DX VIVIY XY PIDAN MDN ') 1INIY NOX 28.
N 927D PIDSNN MDD NN IPON 2INDY AN MOV NINA

2 PYD 199 YO NN 9190 MIVN NYT 79 TIY NIV
The Shulchan Aruch rules that writing pesukim in social letters is permitted without ‘sirtut’ - formal guiding lines.

* Based on this, some poskim have argued that the intention of those making the jewelry is not to write pesukim but to write
‘catch-phrases’. If someone creates ‘Ani Ledodi Vedodi Li’ for a young engaged couple, their intention was not to write Tanach.
Similarly with ‘Eshet Chayil Mi Yimtza’ made by a husband for his wife.

* One may have to ascertain the intention of those actually making the engravings.

DPOID £ 13D 15,7900 5NN HID3 "OHT PSP KRN DNINT 3D 3D MILIN3 W D DML DRH3 M a 29,
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Nevertheless, other poskim disagree with the entire heter.

F10] BEDIEVED?

* If a person already received or bought such jewelry without realizing the potential halachic problems, can it be worn?
* Some poskim say NO!27

* Others rules that it can be worn ONLY if covered in the bathroom.

* Others are more lenient?8 if some of the possible heterim outline above can be employed.

G] MAY ONE SPEAK HEBREW IN THE BATHROOM?

* The halacha prohibits speaking Torah in the bathroom. But can one speak Hebrew at all, even for mundane things.

ONIY XIND 52210 NOWN 9D DTN 29 INT IRIWT RYIND PO OH¥AT NN’ 27T0 VNNV XP M R 1) 30.
L7377 D197 5N DAY DIPIY) 17ONY DIIN 2179 09 TY J0772 79K INZP 77933 (193 i) MINIY WY 1Y
AN’ NN HOY MOAN' TPYNIYD TPD MNP NN YORPT TPNIYRN DIN PN PN NN 7PPN YIURI DIDN N
- 'EY) WITP PYIL DIDIND NN DIN DY DMI2T A0 YRWNP ... MT - 1T 12T YWD XON ININI NIONDN NN ... .'PI0N

(IP2 P33

N nav
The Gemara learns that Rav Yehuda spoke mundane matters in lashon hakodesh in the bathroom to demonstrate that this
is permitted according to halacha.”

27. Rabbi Ozarowski reports that Rav Hershel Schachter wrote to him ruling this way. The jewelry must be put away in a place that it will not be used.
28. | was informed by a posek that, provided the jewelry did not contain Shem Hashem, it could continue to be worn if necessary. It must be noted that many (perhaps most) poskim do
not agree with this heter.
29. The story goes on to say that he then switched back into Aramaic for other matters.
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APPENDIX
CURSIVE SCRIPTS IN THE MIDDLE AGES

CURSIVE WRITING.

EASTERN FORS, WESTERN FORMS.
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from The Jewish Encyclopedia, 1901-19063°
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) Mam]script of the Rambam Mishne Torah, Hilchot She’ela Upikadon 1:6-7
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30. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cursive_Hebrew
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